THE PROTESTANT WIND
Holland that their best chance of safety lay in sending the
Dutch Army into England upon an expedition so full of
uncertainty. The Great Elector was dead, but Frederick III,
who had succeeded him in April, was resolute for war and,
like his father, convinced that England must be gained. He
even lent William a contingent of Prussian troops under
the command of Marshal Schomberg. The other German
princes acquiesced in the Prussian view. Most Catholic
Spain set political above religious considerations, and made
no bones about an expedition to dethrone a Catholic king.
The Emperor alone demurred. Although dethronement was
not suggested, his religious scruples were aroused. Lulled by
communications from the Vatican at William's instance, he
eventually agreed to an expedition to restore harmony in
England and detach her from France. Only a dominating
sense of common danger could have united these diverse
interests and creeds upon a strategy so far-seeing and broad-
minded.
William had next to convince the States-General: they
had agreed to an enormous expenditure during the last two
years upon the Dutch armaments; their land forces were
upon a war footing, their fleet decisively stronger than
the English. But the decision of the Dutch, and their ruler
also, must be governed by the action of France. If the
French armies marched against Holland the whole Dutch
strength would be needed to meet the invader, and England
must perforce be left to her fate. If, on the other hand,
Louis struck upon the Rhine at Prussia and Germany, then
the enterprise on which the Stadtholder's heart was set could
go forward. All therefore hung in suspense. Meanwhile
a great fleet of transports, with all the necessary supplies,
had gathered in the Texel under the protection of the Dutch
Navy, and the expeditionary force lay concentrated close at
hand.
Louis XIV, with whom the initiative rested, delayed his
choice till the last moment* He was ready to come to James's
aid if James would definitely throw England on to the French
side in the impending European struggle. All through July